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Select Notes. 


BY J. B. LAIB. 

—In Evangelist No. IS, Editorial on "Where 
is Saint Paul ?"— exactly right Its the gospel idea. 
Wish everybody had correct views. Am sorry 
that so many good people hold ideas on many dif- 
ferent things that are not quite right ' It however 
takes an effort for us to get away from these things, 
after having been taught in them. 

According to the Bible there is no greater mis- 
take than to think that peoplego immediately to 
heaven or bell, at death. "The Lord has appoint- 
ed a day in which he will judge the world 1 ' and in 
that day will he eay "to those on his left hand, de- 
part into everlasting fire," and "to those on his 
right hand come ye blessed of my Father inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.' 1 This makes me think of one other 
remark in the article refered to, viz , "The Lord is 
King." I am rot certain that it is correct. I am 
certain however that Christ is now our High 
Priest. And when he comeB to reign he will be 
both Priest and King on his throne. Am I not 
right? 

— May we not learn a lesson from the Laodicean 
church. Rev. 3; 14-22. What must be the real 
condition of a church that does not obey the "whole 
law." That one, and the one that adds to the 
things that are written, must be in the dame 
category. They both must be in the condition of 
the Laodicean church. It is the human in the 
church that creates the poverty, as does the 
divine, the richness. It is both human that takes 
away and adds. When the human dominates over 
the divine, the human is honored or glorified more 
than God, bonce they become unfit for the Master's 
use, become nauseating and fit only to be "spew- 
ed out." "They say they are rich" — they may be 
immensely rich in human precepts, "and increased 
in goods" — increased in their own laws and tradi- 
tions, and have need of nothing," — satisfied with 
the human — the work of their own hands, "and 
kuowest not that thou art wretched and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked" having the human 
inventions or additions, believing them to be 
divine, they do not know their poverty, hence they 
"Say they are rich and have need of nothing." 
But in the eyes of the spirit "they are wretched," 
being under condemnation. They are "pitiable" 
being really "wretched" while they deem them- 
selves in bliss. They are "poor" and "blind" be- 
ing weak in the faith of the Gospel, and eliminat- 
ed from the divine life, through their ignorance of 
the requirements of the gospel — "naked," being in 
sin, having turned away from the "perfect law of 
liberty." 

Now hear the admonition of the spirit to such. 
"I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire." The pure and unadulterated word of God. 
"That thou mayeet be rich," in the faith and 
promises of God, "and white raiment that thou 
mayest be clothed," in truth and obedience "that 
thy shame und nakedness may not appear" — 
neglect in doing God's will may not appear, "and 
anoint thine eyes with eye salve." The eyes of the 
understanding be anointed with the unction of the 
spirit. "That thou mayest see." The spirit's eye 
salve is the word of testimony of the prophets and 
apostles. Through them we see wlial God's require- 
ments are, and we look through them for what we 
shall "do to be saved" and not through human law. 
The Bible is its own interpreter. It needs no human 
aid, but men that are blinded by human law can 
not see the true light. If the sun does shine the 
blind cannot see the light. Just so the tradition- 
ized, they cannot fee the true gospel light, although 
it shines brightly, and pours its beaming rays into 
the benighted soul that will accept the truth. 
The Bible which teaches all things necessary unto 
salvation is read in and taught from the pulpit 
with such human definitions that the man that 
does not think and investigate for himself is cer- 
tain to be misled. 

Men read the Scripture and then tell what it 
means. But it does not take an expounder to tell 
what a newspaper means. One man reads the 13th 
of John and says it does not mean feet washing, 
No neither does the Lord's supper mean the Lord's 


supper, or a full meal. Another one reads about 
baptism and knoWs that the word means dip, but 
because he believes that "one drop of water is as 
good as an ocean" therefore sprinkling is valid 
baptism. Another reads Rom. 12: 2 and don't be- 
lieve that it means "a renewing of the mind" but 
it means a change or conformity in clothing. While 
still another reads 1 Peter 3: 3, 4 and sees in it an 
imperitive command "not to wear gold' 1 nor "put 
on apparel," while the apostle is just simply tell- 
ing that such is not the Christian adornment but 
that it is "the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corroptable, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit which in the sight of God, 
is of great price." Now if the wearing of gold etc., 
is not the proper "Christian adornment" as accord- 
ing to Paul, why should any church make any 
other rule for adornment and make it essential to 
salvation? If one kind of apparel is not Christian 
adornment why should another he?' If gold, etc., 
is not, why is the cap, the cape, the bonnet and 
the coat? Who can tell ? Paul was not dictating 
anything concerning a system of apparel. But he 
was taking it entirely out of the question of religion. 
It being no part of the consideration of a religious 
life, it was enough for Paul to know that they 
"adorned themselves in modest apparel," without 
defining any particular thing. And Paul makes 
it plain that it is not the clothing in any form 
whatever, but the inner man of the heart. And 
this is my answer "to them that glory in appear- 
ence and not in heart." 2 Cor. 5: 12. 
Olathe, Kan. 


The Pulpit. 

My attention has recently been called, more 
especially in religious newspapers, to much ex- 
cellent advice given to the pulpits. Long series of 
articles in papers and magazines written by the 
pen for the benefit of the pulpit. The laity arjB 
saying masy true things in regard to the arousal 
of ministers. They want more animation, more 
snap, more directions and more fire. This demand 
on the part of the pews has had its good effect, 
and dry bones have got up and shaken themselves, 
and worn out manuscript sermons, after having 
been preached ten or twenty times, .have been 
thrown into the stove or put on a back shelf as 
fossiliferous specimens to be examined by the 
following generations. Now, as the pews have 
been so successful in waking up the pulpit, and as 
"turn about is fair play," it is time for the pulpit 
to wake up the pews. We suspect that much of 
the former dullness of the pulpit was inherited 
from the pew. We know not why a religious 
audience should not look as bright as any other 
audience ; but how often it is that people who at a 
concert or lecture looked animated, seem to feel it 
their duty, as soon as they come into a devotional 
assembly, to look stupid. Some bearers shut their 
eyes and so extinguish, as far as the preacher is 
concerned, the chief light of their face. What is 
the matter with your eyes ? Is it emotion ? Oh, 
no t It is easily seen when that is the reason. 
You are probably trying to review your accounts 
at the store, or calculating the prospects fer the 
opening business season. Open your eyes and 
look the preacher in the face. Your manner is a 
wet blanket on the preacher's enthusiasm. Others 
listen with an inanimate look. You are a soporific 
in the house of God. If a speaker begins a sentence 
with power, and happens to see your face about 
the middle comma, be will, in the last half of his 
sentence, drop to imbecility. Have you ever seen a 
preacher in the midst of his sermon get bothered 
and subside from eloquence into inanity ? He 
was two or three intelligent men looking as in- 
different as dolts. The sun rose clear, but a fog' 
went up from your countenance and beclouded it 
It is astonishing bow much the manner of listen- 
ing has to do with the force of the preaching. We 
will take the contract of rousing the dullest min- 
ister that ever addressed an audience if you will 
give ue twenty alert and wide awake hearers, placed 
at proper distances from the pulpit, so that in 
whatever direction the preacher looks he shall by 
clash of eyes strike fire. How much spirit would 
you have in conversation if in your parlor your 
guests should demean themselves as in church, 
one of your friends in the armchair closing bis 
eyes, another lying back upon the sofa as if he 
were asleep, another putting his head down on the 
back of the chair in front of him ? You would 
quit talking and wish they would take their stupid- 
ity out of your parlor and go home. But the stolid 
and unconcerned manner which you would not en- 
dure from your friends you every Sabbath inflict 
on your pastor. 
Wake up, or if yon are awake, as you probably 


are, do not let your manner belie your real condi- 
tion. 

There are some churches in which the unarous J 
able look is so chronic, so hereditary, so perpetual 
that we never want to preach there. If a Method- 
lit should ory out in that assemblage an "Amen" 
or a. "Hallelujah" it would create a panic in the 
audience and make the reading of the Riot Act 
appropriate. That church is a pond frozen over, 
smooth and good for skating, but no warm tides of 
life, no meeting of preacher's earnest eye with 
bearers' intent stare. Every Sunday humdrum, 
the extract of poppy, and ecclesiastical morphine. 
Come, come, church pew, you must share with the 
pulpit in the responsibility of a lethargic service. 
We will try to fire up at our end of the column, 
but you must fire up at your end of the column. 
We will divide the blame and then share in the im- 
provement. We will furnish and shovel in the 
coal, but yon must furnish the kindling wood and 
open the dampers. An eager, intent pew, will 
make a resounding pulpit 

And in this connection I might reply to the 
criticism which the pews of this country are mak- 
ing on the pulpits, that one reason why ministers 
do not preach with more animation is because 
thousands of them are kept on a low diet through 
tbe parsimony and meanness of their congregations. 
I, who have more than enough, through the gen- 
erosity of my church, can say it without embar- 
rassment Considering the amount of work they 
do, tbe clergymen of America are more poorly paid 
than any other class of laborers. Mechanics strike 
when they have to work eight hours a day. Many 
of the clergyman that I know work 
fourteen hours a day. Railroad engineers, 
bricklayers, plumblers, carpenters and masons 
strike because of the smallness of their 
wages. The ministers of America average less 
than f 400 a year salary. ' 

Do not think that all your $800 minister needs 
is a Christmas present of an elegantly bound copy 
of "Calvin's Institutes." It is a poor consolation 
if in this way you remind him that he has been 
foreordained to starve to death. Keep your min- 
ister on artichokes and purslain, and he will be fit 
to preach nothing but funeral sermons from the 
text "All flesh is grass." I would like to thunder 
it so loud that it would be heard from here clear 
across the Rocky mountains and the Sierra 
Nevadas, let churches do better by their pastors 
and pastors will do better by them. 

Dr. Talmage. 


Obituary. 

Died at Ocoya 111., Maj 22nd, at 12 A. M., Jacob, son of brother 
A. S. and sister Maggie Ross, aged eleven years and eleven months. 

For tbe first time since the organization of our cburoh here 
we writs to record tbe Bad death ol one of our laved onea. 
Howard and Jacob, sons of In other and sister Ross of this place, 
aged nine and eleven respectively were playing in a corn bin in u 
large elevator, unknown to any one, when an employee opened the 
chute to Hit a car standing on tbe track below. The suction and 
the extreme force with which the corn moved, carried Jacob 
down immediately, and Howard in a vain attempt to save hie 
brother, came very near losing his own life. Their cries brought 
H. J. Frantz from a store near by, who reached them just in 
time to pull Howard out as the corn was closing about his 
throat and chin. Not uotll the little fellow could speak did they 
know that Jacob had been drawn down In the fearful draught. It 
was impossible to reach him from above, as there were about ten 
feet of com over him , so all went to work and by sawing an 
opening on tbs outside hie body was recovered, but not until life 
had been for some time extinct. 

Brother and sister Iloss were away from home when the sad 
accident oceured, at the wedding of Miss Sadie Armstrong, a 
former student of Ashland College, and when the sad news was 
brought them, a gloom overshadowed the entire assembly, for' 
nearly all were warm friends of our brother and sister so sadly 
and unexpectedly Iweft of a dear child. 

The accident took place at twelve o'clock on Tuesday. Neigh- 
bors and friends came in numbers to offer their sympathy and 
help, and though their great need was not for human love and 
comfort, but for the Divine sustenance and strength, yet these 
were acceptable. The funeral took place on Wednesday at 3 P. M. 
Not hitving a resident minister at this place, Rev. C D. Merritt, 
a Baptist minister who has preached here a number of years, 
preached an interesting and comforting sermon from Rev. 21 ; 1. 
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain , for the former things are passed away.'' 

While our brother and Bister no doubt tee] their toes as only 
those can who have been similarly afflicted, and while shadows 
and gloom overspread their pathway, which was lately so bright 
vet the infinite wisdom of the divine Creator cannot err, and 
that which seems to us and them an unmerited chastening,' fa but 
another Instance of the unmeasurablc love of the Heavenly 
Father, and could we bat for a moment . cross the un- 
fathomable depth between us and eternity, and see as He 
undoubtedly saw, the motive for removing one so dearly 
and universally loved from our tnidtt, all discontent with 
the affliction, aye, even our very grief, wnuld:tum to smiles of 
gratitude for His u 11 rftssi n g care for our host and highest good. 

''Whom the Lord lovetb. He cbastenetb,'' and this can be call- 
ed no mark of his displeasure. 

Jacob was for one of his tender years, a remarkably studious, 
kind and obedient boy. Parents, teachers, friends and play- 
mates, all can testify to his cheerful, loving disposition and help- 
fulness. He ]ove>* the Bible, and the story of the Cross, was 
dear to his young heart. But a few weeks before he bad bought 
"The Beautiful Story" by Tat mage and bad nearly an J shed read. 
Ina It, at his death. He loved to converse upon Bible themes and 
often questioned his mother about passages of Scripture which be 
could not understand. "Cod moves In a mysterious way his won- 
ders to perform" and while uur dear hrother and sister remember 
with overwhelming sorrow tbe dear little form laid away forever 
from their sight, the dear little hands that will never again twine 
fondly about their necks In this world, and though the tender 
voice Is silenced, they do not forget that Jesus said "Suffer the 
little ones to come unto me for of such is the kingdom of heaven," 
and where their treasure Is, there will their hearts also be drawn 
by the cords of divine love. They know that their little one la 
"Safe Id the arms of Jesus" and Death Is swallowed up in victory, 

for "Joy ccmeth in the morning." 

Monro Fa antz, 
Ocoya-ul. 


